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The Deepening Crisis in the EU

Workshop 3: Restructuring the Social Agenda

Dear Colleagues,

We (Mahmood Messkoub & Jeremy Leaman) have been asked to convene Workshop 3 at the forthcoming conference
of the EuroMemo Group in Poznan. The Workshop has been organised under the broad rubric of ‘restructuring the
social agenda’. The four papers being presented promise to produce a very fruitful and constructive contribution to the
overall conference debate on the ‘deepening crisis in Europe’, not least because some address issues affecting the so-
called ‘neighbourhood’ of the EU and/ or applicant states and their crisis management strategies.

Given that our deliberations will feed into the Group’s Annual Report, we wanted to suggest that we collectively
address a set of related themes that will allow us to integrate the workshop discussion coherently and produce
proposals in the direction of reshaping the social agenda within the EU. Apart from agreeing on the actual scope of the
this agenda, it would arguably help to include in our debate generic themes covering common features of the crisis in
relation to social policy, as well as comparative analysis of national/ regional contrasts in the determinants, the
evolution and the future trajectory of social policy in particular areas. Finally, we should consider the preconditions
for a transformative social policy agenda which can effectively counteract the erosion of social security and social
cohesion that has occurred in the neo-liberal era.

Themes for collective analysis, in conjunction with the presentations, could include the following:

 The development of social policy since 1980, common patterns and critical junctures;
 The qualitative/ quantitative effects of post-communism/ EU-enlargement on European social policy;
 The effects of migration on social policy;
 The effects of demographic developments on social policy debates and outcomes;
 The political and economic constraints on social policy;
 The evolution of social policy theory in the wake of recent reforms;
 The gender dimension of recent developments;
 Intergenerational features of recent social policy;
 The evolution of social policy and social policy debates since the outbreak of the global crisis in 2008;
 Employment and unemployment trends since 2008 and their determinants;
 How strong is the evidence that the crisis has been instrumentalised to accelerate the neo-liberal social

agenda?
 What are the preconditions for reversing the erosion of social security and the wide disparities in income and

wealth distribution in Europe?
 What are the essential measures with which to effect that reversal, and to realise a transformative social

agenda?
 What are the most promising political vehicles for promoting that agenda effectively?

Any suggestions for additional/ alternative themes are very welcome.

We look forward to seeing you in Poznan.

Mahmood Messkoub (mahmood.messkoub@googlemail.com)
Jeremy Leaman (J.Leaman@lboro.ac.uk)
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