
Obituary Jože Mencinger 

 

Aged 81, the Slovenian economist Jože Mencinger died on 26 August 2022.  He had been a key 

critical voice in the years of the transformation to capitalism and for two crucial years served as 

Minister of Economy in the first Slovenian government. 

Jože Mencinger studied law in Ljubljana and Belgrade. He obtained his PhD in econometrics at the 

University of Pennsylvania. During the disintegration process of Yugoslavia, he was Slovenia’s 

Minister of Economy in 1990/1991. He played a crucial role in preparing the then Yugoslav Republic 

economically for independence. He advocated a gradual approach of transformation. He clashed 

publicly with the Harvard economist and IMF expert Jeffrey Sachs who was an advocated of “shock 

therapy”. The government was divided, and Mencinger finally resigned. In spite of this resignation, 

significant parts of his transformation strategy were nevertheless later implemented. 

He did not completely quit politics. From 2002 to 2012, he was member of the second chamber of 

parliament (državni svet) representing social, economic, professional and local interest groups. In 

2014, he was an unsuccessful candidate of the (left-)liberal party Pozitivna Slovenija for the European 

Parliament.  From 1991 to 1997, he served on the council of the National Bank of Slovenia. 

He worked as a professor at the University of Ljubljana whose rector he was between 1998 and 2005. 

Jože Mencinger was an important public figure not only in Slovenia, but also in other successor states 

of Yugoslavia. He consistently defended a gradual approach to transformation. In a period when 

concepts of Foreign Direct Investment-led development and privatization of public infrastructure 

were dominant in the region, he emphasized out the draw-backs of FDI and took a stance against the 

privatization of key public infrastructure. He defended a strong public sector, e.g. in education, 

health and material infrastructure. 

Early on, Jože Mencinger observed desintegrative tendencies in the EU similar to Yugoslavia: 

deepening lines of conflict between richer and poorer regions in times of crisis and mutual 

recrimination. In 2011, an interview with him in the Serbian liberal weekly Vreme had the headline: 

“Europe like former Yugoslavia”. Jože Mencinger had a rare and acute sense for the deepness and 

multi-faceted character of the crisis of the European integration project. 

Jože Mencinger also cooperated with the EuroMemo Group. In 2008, he was a key person in 

organizing the Alternative Ecofin in Ljubljana which was inter alia organised by the EuroMemo Group. 

We will remember Jože Mencinger not only as a sharp-minded economist and courageous public 

figure, but also as a kind, very open-minded person. 
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